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The quotations in this book are excerpts from 
a conversation with Nia King on April 4, 2013 
at her home in Oakland. The transcript is  
archived as an entry in An Encyclopedia of 
Embodied Politics. This intimately personal and 
politically expansive encyclopedia takes the 
form of written texts, textiles, and public  
programming. If you would like to receive  
information about future events, please email 
tali.weinberg@gmail.com

Nia produces comics, writing, and video on race, 
gender and sexuality. She has worked as a researcher, 
grassroots fundraiser, and social media specialist for 
a number of racial justice and LGBTQ organiza-
tions. We spoke about racism, microaggressions, and 
the politics of representation in her comic about her 
life as a queer, mixed-race woman of color and her  
relationship with her white trans partner.

“‘Putting your body on the line’ is… an 
expression of privilege in a lot of ways, 
because if you are putting it on the line 
voluntarily, that’s very different than it  
always naturally being a site of battle. 
I have a lot of experience with white  
anarchists looking for fights with the cops 
because that’s how they measure their 
radicalism or their viability as activists. 
That’s not something that, for the most 
part, women, poor people, people of 
color, people with disabilities and trans 
folk can do. Some do, and I don’t want 
to diminish that, but it’s really different 
to consciously make a decision to engage 
with the police in the streets if you’re a 
person who deals with street harassment, 
with police raids, with stop-and-frisk on a 
regular basis.”

“Being in community with trans folks and 
being in a relationship with my partner, 
has made me think really differently about  
privilege and the privilege that I have. I used 
to think, “I’m queer, I’m a woman, I’m a  
person of color, I’m young, I’m sort of  
disadvantaged in all these ways.” But I’m 
also light-skinned, middle-class, perhaps 
sometimes straight-passing, and cisgender. 
When you’re walking down the street with  
someone who is trans and every guy you pass 
has to say something to them, you become 
really aware of how invisible—and in my 
mind privileged, because for me invisibility 
(freedom from unwanted sexual attention) is 
a privilege—that you are.”

“Being from a marginalized group... and  
having any kind of relationship to pop  
culture... requires a split consciousness. 
For example, if you’re a woman and you 
listen to the radio, you have to make a  
conscious decision: Am I going to listen to 
Top 40, where most of the messages about  
women… they’re not even about women, 
they’re mostly in the imperative tense, ‘Get on 
the floor, ride my elevator, blow my whistle,’ 
all these increasingly inane euphemisms for 
sex acts … You have to decide, ‘Am I going to 
shut off the part of my brain that cares? Am I  
going to let the angry feminist part of my 
brain run things, or am I going to let the 
part of my brain that just wants some music 
to drive to run things right now?’ And that’s 
very much true if you’re a queer person or a 
person of color as well, you have to choose 
how you’re going to engage with popular  
entertainment, if you’re going to engage 
with popular entertainment.”

“Racism is often portrayed as some-
thing that’s very obvious, outright 
and easy to identify, and a lot of times  
racism is not like that. Sometimes, it 
can be really hard to put your finger 
on, even if you’re the one experienc-
ing it, which can make you feel crazy.... 
My agenda as an artist is to make people  
understand that queer people of color’s 
lives matter.... We like to assume that we all  
understand that everyone’s life matters, 
but the policies and that practices that we 
have, from stop-and-frisk to this law that 
just passed in Arizona saying that transgen-
der people can’t use the bathroom of the  
gender they identify with, make life so much  
harder if you are queer, or trans, or brown. The  
value of your life and your life expectancy are 
very much impacted by everything from the 
kind of representations that exist of people 
like you on TV to interpersonal violence to 
microaggressions to policy. It’s all related. 
And it starts at the level of representation. 




