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The quotations in this book are excerpts 
from a conversation with Gina Acebo on 
February 4, 2013 at her home in Berkeley. 
The transcript is archived as an entry in An 
Encyclopedia of Embodied Politics. This intimately 
personal and politically expansive encyclopedia 
takes the form of written texts, textiles, and  
public programming. If you would like to  
receive information about future events, 
please email tali.weinberg@gmail.com

Gina is a social practice artist. Prior to  
pursuing her MFA, Gina spent decades organizing for 
racial and economic justice.  We spoke about what it 
is like to live in the house her grandparents bought; 
growing up as a person of color in the East Bay; why 
she decided to study art after years as an organizer; 
the role of culture shifting in social struggle; and 
raising her six-year-old daughter.  

“I want to have health care for my family. 
I want my daughter to be able to explore 
arts and science and all the things that 
they are taking away...I feel fortunate to 
have a roof over our heads and we make 
our payments… I feel like in many ways 
I have the good life. So what does that 
mean for my social imaginary? How can 
we be safe in our communities in a way 
that’s beyond the police? To have more 
parks and more public transportation and  
different mechanisms where our kids have 
places to go where they are supported? 
So my imaginary is just super average, 
which is like, “wow, we should be able to 
do this people!” You know, its not like I’m  
asking for the private jet! There have to 
be other ways to imagine how we 
want to live.” 

“When the market collapsed and the sub-
prime mortgage crisis hit... I’m fortunate 
I wasn’t in that situation. But then slowly 
and surely these stories started popping up. 
Friends who said ‘I’m going to be in line 
for the next 5 hours trying to get my loan 
modified.’ I have a family relative who lost 
their home based on someone helping them 
make poor decisions on how to deal with 
his finances. What would we do if we lost 
our home? We have this kid. What would 
that mean? What does it mean for these kids 
who must be witnessing this today? The 
stats are just crazy. It’s something like 8 
million kids have gone through foreclosure 
since ’08. 8 million. What is that? Is that the 
size of New York? What the hell is that? Is 
this the legacy we’re leaving my kid? That 
it’s ok to displace people; that a house is  
really not a safe place; and don’t invest in 
your future? And then the story seemed to 
be gone from the media. So let’s figure out 
how to tell the story.” 

“In organizing work, it would be great to 
think that the fullest movement is going to 
kick in tomorrow. But I always like to think, 
we’re preparing people for that moment, 
in organizing. And in art we’re doing the 
same thing. We’re seeding the ground. Or 
at least, that’s the kind of work I’m inter-
ested in making. It’s like seeding the ground 
for the possibilities of what could be. One, 
seeing what the situation is, and two, then 
talking and making for the imagining of 
what’s possible. Or, we don’t even know 
what’s possible, but what we hope, think 
could be phenomenal.”

“I guess my highest hope is that I’m a  
culture shifter.  In the work that I make, I   
have a way to investigate culture, but   
hopefully have people look, so we can 
change culture. Culture is everything 
right? It’s what we eat and read and listen 
to and consume and make… I mean, we are  
political. We have politics and values but 
we’re trying to change how the world lives 
itself and that has a lot to do with culture.” 




