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The quotations in this book are excerpts 
from a conversation with Cassie Thornton 
on January 15, 2013 at her home in San 
Francisco. The transcript is archived as an 
entry in An Encyclopedia of Embodied Politics. 
This intimately personal and politically  
expansive encyclopedia takes the form of 
written texts, textiles, and public program-
ming. If you would like to receive infor-
mation about future events, please email  
tali.weinberg@gmail.com

Cassie is a social practice artist and debt  
activist. Our conversation touched on the  
importance of making the intangible tangible; 
shifting our understanding of insecurity from  
individual to collective; and the importance of 
personal needs driving political art.

“I was marching and I just started crying 
and I couldn’t stop, I was so happy and so  
distraught at the same time… there’s 
something about all the hope and  
excitement and this renaissance, but its 
manifesting in this really old-fashioned 
march. There were people screaming their 
brains out at cars on the street as they passed 
by and I felt like it was the most powerless 
gesture... I had ideas already at this point. I 
wanted to buy everybody’s debt.  I wanted 
to do really strategic interventions into the 
financial system. I felt like I should be doing 
something like this, this is what activism 
is, going out on the street. And I couldn’t  
figure out who I was in that moment. I’m 
not this…  I still have this really strong  
reaction to when people demonize 
other people, whether it’s police, or 
people screaming up in the street to the 
people working above them, it is really 
painful.” 

“Strike Debt is cool because it is really  
strategic and creative… It was almost 
a cross between an AA meeting and a  
serious strategizing meeting. It was so  
exciting because it was actually personal and 
political at the same time… Strike Debt is so  
interesting because it’s quite precise in what 
its focusing on… It’s more material, we 
know what to do…. The other thing that 
would be really cool would be to stop some-
thing from actually happening… in a really 
graceful way. Not demonizing anybody, just  
changing something.”

“Yesterday I made myself a checkbook,  
because I have a lot, but I don’t have  
money.   So I’m trying to find ways to  
legitimize value outside of money.... Making 
this checkbook I was thinking about how it’s 
the hardest thing to be with friends and not 
keep up financially. And not want to. I don’t  
actually want to go out to dinner. I don’t 
want to participate in capitalism the way that 
it works… I want to participate and have 
fun with everyone else too. But I don’t want 
to participate that way. Even now, there is 
the question of staying with a job so I have 
a sense of stability… I kind of don’t believe 
in security in that way. I kind of want to be 
vulnerable but then at the same time there 
are certain risks of losing everything… I 
just want to be able to offer somebody some-
thing that isn’t money.”

 

“I just kind of made [The Feminist 
Economics Department (FED)] up. I didn’t 
know that feminist economics was a school 
of thought… I liked the idea of trying 
to fight the individualism with feminist  
economics. After beginning to use those 
words I began to research what feminist  
economics was and it was the most  
logical thing. Basically the idea that there is  
a possible different logic for valuing  
labor. Most work that happens is not valued  
economically. So there has to be a way to 
support the people that do that, and it 
doesn’t necessarily have to involve money…” 




